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ver the past few months,
the Christian Service Center
has been the recipient of
three heguesis. Fach came 3= o
surprise and from some unuseal
sources. These three gifis hove
caused me to ponder about the
givers and has foreed me ask the
eprestion, “What kind of legacy
will 1 lepye

First things first. I'm okay. 1
haven't been given some grave
wews on iy health even though
52 s certainly much younger
thun it used 1o be! Tve just
complheted my annual physical
cxam and, with very few
exceptions, my doctor wells me
that I'm in great shape, So, Pve
feeling fine.. don't go starting any
rumors. Meanwhile, let me
explain aboot these three gifts.

As | have already said, cach of
these arrived as a bit of surprise,
without much maone than a phone
call or lerter from their estite
attorneyvs. The names were
Familiar as each were fithful and
regular givers o the Center, Bven
though their estate gift was
significantly farger than their
muonthly gift, the Center was anly
one of many giffs given o both
lzcal and national organizations.
Ir short, vow could see the
commitment of cach person o
their special interests through
their final gifts. ..cach given with
care and love,

The Center has been the

recipent of many bequests, both
sl and large over our 36-year
history, We have used these gifts
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for everything from daily
operations (o special projects,
they have boen gven without
direction or desigmaed for
something specific, or they have
come in small gifts over time or
in one farge lump sum. Each are
aceepted gratefully and
prayerfully with the proper
respect given to each giver. But,
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every time we receive such a g,
1 think about the giver and abom
their commitment o our work
here at the Center.

Th Bible says,"Do not store up
for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust destroy, and
where thieves break in and steel
But store up for yoursclves
treasures in heaven. . For where
yiouir treasure is, there your heart
wiill be also” [ ook at these gits
as ireasures, given generowsly aad
imvested lovingly into people o
whiom Geod has called us,

-

Where is your treasure? What
kind of legacy are vour keaving?
Thiree nwedest wiomen decule
long before they made their final
jourmey, by invest in our
community. Three Godly women
decided that whar they left
hehind was going to bear fruit,
Three saintly women understood
the meaning of “storing up
treasures in Heaven,” and for thag
we are deeply graneful.

Grranitude is whal comes (o mined,
Gratitude for these examples of
giving and for the thousands of
gift=, both Grancial and personal,
that we receive each year
Thanksgiving always reminds me
of the start of our traditional
holiday scason. What a grear way
ton start.. by saying thanks! Thank
¥Ou for your sSuppar, your giving,
and your prayvers. Without your
faithfulness, some of your
neighbars would go without
fiond, clothing, or 2 place to live.
Others would continue a life of
danger on the streets of Centrl
Florda and still others would
struggle with mising their
children. Your generosity makes
it pessible for these o be cared
for through the Christian Service
Center

W are grateful for you and the
legacy you leave by your faithful
support of cur ministry together
Thank you!

“Claaf Vohrnii

Rabert Stuart
Executive [Mrecoor
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